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A GRAVE CRISIS.

ETWEEN the tyranny of the trusts and
the despotism of the labor unions, the

social and industrial systermn of the

United Btates ig approaching & crisis of ex-

treme  gravity, whose consequences cannot

now be accurately foretold, but thatl are cer-
tain to be immensely momentous,

Obvicusly
nitely as they are at pregent.

Btrikes, boycotts and disorder

are intelligible in {imes of panic and dis-
tress, of shrinkage and disaster, when wages
fall and multitudes are ont of employment.
But we are prosperous beyond
The Treasury is congestoed,
seem fabulous, All natlons are our debtors.
Money is so abundant and interes:
that the occupation of the miser and Lthe
usurer |8 gone. We have had the early and
the latter rain, and the earth has vielded its
increase with prodigal profusion. Plenty
has been scattered over the smlling land,
The demand for labor has been constant and
remunerative, but the discontent of the em-
ployed i more general, more desperate and
menacing than ever before In our history.
1t has apparently passed from the acute into
the chronic stage, and from being casual
has become permanent.

One of the most noteworthy and signifi-
cant features of the situation is that labor
troubles are confined almost exclusively to
the North., They seldom occur In the South.
This immunity is due partly to the absence
of the foreign element, Soclety is more
homogeneous—among the whites, also, there
is less inequality of condition. Great for-
tunes are few, The burdens of life are less.
The beneficence of the soll and the sky de-
prives poverty of its hardships and dimin-
ishes the necessity for toll. The negroes are
not disturbed by social problems nor Inelted
by amblitlon. Competition is more free, op-
portunity less restricted. Trusts and com-

matters cannot g0 on Indefi-

lockouts,

precedant,
IE sty

hinations have not absorbed the resources
and monopolized the activities of the people.

Trusts and labor unifons are inseparable
evils. They are twin relles of barbarism.

Employers and employed ought to he aux-
fliaries, They are antdgonists. They should
be friends. Soclety has made them enemi
The great gulf between them yawns wider
and more inexorably every dey. Until con-
ditions 'change they can never be reconciled.
One or the other must be subjugated, or both
may be destroyed. This is the loglcal con-
sequenge of the Declaration of Independence
up to date. This 1s the product of Angle-
Saxon ecivilization based on the Golden Rule
af doing unto others as we would that they
should do'wurito us. It is an Irenical corollary
to the brotherhood of man.

From the dlspatches recently it appeared
that the commerce, industry, business and
public convenience of five States were inter-
rupted by strikes; in some ecases apparently
capricions and wanton, wilhout reason
justification,

In Kansas City one of the great packing
houses was compelled to close by the walk-
Ing out of men who had just signed a con-
tract in which the owners conceded all that
the unions required.

In Buffalo the {reight heandlers struck,
practically suspending shipments of grain
and merchandlse between the Hast and the
West.

In Chicago all bullding operatlions were
stopped. by a strike of the union brick mak-
ers, entalling immense logses and causing
great inconvenience to wvast numbers who
were - In no manner lmplicated otherwlize In
the altercation.

In Indiana Governor Mount had troops In
readiness to disperse riotous laborers at the
coal mines, who were not satisfied with the
methods and the prices of the operators.

or

But Cleveland, Ohly, appeared to he the
storm centre. For many weeks the entire
street car system of this gpulent and prm—
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The Tyranny of Trusts and Despotism of Labor.

three hundred thousand in-

the control of a heterogen-

oity of
habitants was In

perous

eons and ponglomerated mob. The em-
ployves gtruck, and attacked with violence
those wha were hired to take their places.

of stretched strands of barbed wire
acrnss the track at a convenlent helght to
decapitate & scab motorman on his night
run. Being under size the man escaped, and
the obstructipn only tore out the vestibule

labor,
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The properiy of the company, worth many
millions, was unprotected. Obstrucfions were
plled on' the tracks, Cars were blown up
with dynamite. One gentle apostle of free-
dom Iu ’ﬂr: qr:llcttmlp to r'e:lreSI the wrcmgﬁ
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and wrecked the car.

Curiously enough, the City Council, the
mouthpiece and organ of the people, refused
to have anything whatever to do with the
dlﬁk‘ult}' either-by way of official ingquiry or

investigation. Whether they were in sym-
pathy with the otwners, the strikers or the
publle does not appear.

Governor Bushnell at length ealled out the
militia, and General Axline appeared in the
belenguered city with troops enough to put
down the rebelllon and permit the strest cars
to run again.

But there were no passengers. The strik-
ers heing overcome by mlilitary force, re-
sorted to the peaceful boyeoit. Every mer-
chant, baker, grceer and trader who rode on
the cars was progeribed and placed under the
ban. So the shopkeepers rode in thair car-
riages or hired cabs, and requested their
clerks and typewriters and porters to trudge
alpng on foot.

Between the tyranny of a mob and the
tyranny of a monarch, If compelled to choose,
most men would prefer the Kaiser or the
Tyeoon.

The expatriation of Astor may be unpa-
triotle, but it is not difficult to understand.
If the battle now raging goes on, there will
be safer places in the world than New York.

Discontent may become exasperation. It is
na longer lgnorant, It i8 arrned with the re-
sources of modern eclence. One hundred des-
perate men with dynamite, nitro-glycerine
and electrielty could in an hour cut off thas
water supply of New York and leave the city
in darkness. Paris in the days of the Com-
mune was not worse than Cleveland during
the street car strike, and if these passions are
not appeased they will grow by that on which
they feed.

It is a bad omen, too, that the last appeal
to military force is made only to suppress
and punish the outrages committed by labor-
ers and the employed. If they do not desist,
they are to be shot.

Of course it is wrong to wreck care with
dynamite, to best and malm scabs, to cut
trolley lines, destroy corporate property and
subject the public to inconvenience. EBuch
acts are crimes that deserve punishment, and

BYJ. J. INGALLS.

if committed by combinations too powerful
for the courts, should be summarlly dealt
with by the soldiers of the Republic.

But did It ever oceur to Governor Bushnall
to call out the militia to suppress the trusts
that have for so many years insolently defled
the laws of Ohlo, successfully resisted the ]
mamndates of its courts and inflicted Irrepare .
able injuries upon multitudes of its citizens?

If a poar devil of a striking laborer resists -
the laws, call out the militia by all means
and kill him. But if a swollen corporation
bribes courts, laughs at justice, oppresses the 3
weak and robs the helpless, let us put a plank
against trusts in the next platform and ssk
for a contribution!

We applaud Governor Mount for having his
troops ready to shoot the rioters at the coal
mines, but what about the window glass
trust that took the bread from the mouths of
five thousand innocent victims and doubled
the price of sunlight in the laborer's. cabin,
that it might pay dividends upon thirty mile
llons of fictitlous eapital?

And what does Governor Mount propose te
do with the trust that has raised the price of
nalis that held together the boards of tha
laborer's pine coffin from $L25 to 32.70; of
with the rallroads that have raised freight
rates this week from 25 to 40 per cent between
Chicago and the seaboard, in order 1o ine
crease the profits of the farmers of Indlana?

How would it do to call out the militia to
enforce the laws in the case of Captain Ober=
1in M. Carter, a thief convicted by court-mer-
tia] of stealing $1,700,000, and sentenced. to dlg=
missal, to a fine of §5,000 and a term in the
penitentiary? He has resisted the President,
Becretary Alger, the Attorney-General and
the court-martial till his bondsmen and the
contractors are safe, and still draws his pay
and dines at his club. bl

But perhaps the new Secretary of War will
want to glve the case another hearing befors
making any recommendation.

JOHN J. INGALLS, B

HAT Is the Christian doetrine of propertsy?
W It i& a deep problem, a Aifficuit and
anxious problem, One of the first things
that Jesus did in His public ministry was
to attack this problem swith the whole force of His
‘kingly mind., He everywhere takes the ground
that (zod s the Owoper and Giver of all, and that
med are but the stewaprds: of the gifts—that oll
property Us held In trost for the common good.

1h faet, the whole Blble declares agnlnst the self-
sl holding of property. It Is to be held In trust
fiir Gad's seryive. Let ue to the word of the tegtl-
many: “Behoid the heaven and the bheaven of
henvens is the Lord’s, and the BEarth also, with all
that thereln Is.! (Deut., x., 14. "The sllver la
mine and tbhe gold is mine, saith the Lord." (Hag.,
qi,, 8.) No man belongs even to h.lmseit for we
are told: “"Ye tre not'¥our oﬁn "for ye are bolght
with o price.’’ (I, Cor,, vl,

Thiz ls the whole npl:-i:. n-f the Great Book.
These words are as clear and open as the sun.
There Is no dodglng thelr Immense significance.
They carry judgment and finallty. Unless we ac-
gept thelr vast Import, let us oot mock God by
calling ourselves Christians. For be It known that
the application of these words to life, to personsl
and public life, would change the whole face of
the world. They would destroy the soclal conilicts
of the tlme, and upbuild on earth the Fraternal

~Commonwenith, -

Talke the mementous statement: “The Warth s
_the Lord's aimi the fulness thereof." Ll.ndlard-
{sni, Tor fnstance, could not exist where this testi-
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THE STEWARDSHIP OF WEALTH.

BY EDWIN MARKHAM, Author of “"The Man witn the Hoe.”

mony found lodgment In the hearts of the people.
There conld be no land monopoly 1f Ged Is the sole
owner of the land. It wonld be held by the State
ag the common property of all. God desires that
men should have an equal aceess to His store-
houses of good things, Otherwlse He would tiot
‘be the Father of the peaple,

But nat only Is the earth the Lord's. hnt also
Ythe fulness thereof.” Sa all property belongs to
the people as n whole, And If by any chanve It
gots lodged In the hands of one man he Is bouud
to lgok upan 1t as a sacred trust handed down
from on high.

I' am not asking that rich Cheistlans should be
more Uberal la their giving, bot that they should
bave & deep perception of their true relation to
thelr ylches, They are not proprletors—uot {f they
are Ohristlaps. They are merely custodlans, mere
keepers of the keys, standing ever ready to glye
out thelr treaswees In the way that will redound
most to the good of man, which 18 the glory of
God,

It any of our riches belong to God, all of them
do, God is the sole proprietor, and He wizhes His
goods dlstributed to His ehildren as they bave
need, even as He sends His raln upon the parched
and hungry Innds. Bo it comes to this—that we
are trusteea of Gol's glfts, and that they should
be used In a way to hopor Him, And how can He
be honored? In only one way—Dby serving human-
ity. God In Christ ldentifies Himself with huoe
manity. ‘‘Even as ye did it unto the least of these
My brothren, ye did it unto Me."

Now, i gerions auestion confronts the consclen-
tions vich man, . It = the same probieu. of eonege,
that confronts nre wadd that eonfronts every man—
HHow ean I moest wisely nse my woney for human

waelfare?' Thig is the deoree of Henven fop every
Jnps, whether he s one dollay or a milllon dol-
lurs. There iy always, of course, o lawfol use of
woney e the reasonglle ecdare of ourselves and
onr faudlles,  We shonfd take good care of on-
salves, I oorder that We ¢an have power fo feiryve

in the public care,

Rut here ¢reaps jn sometimes a great error.  (ad

permits Do extravagnoce—nn  waste, Womdnrful
nre Lhe striet eeononres of the universe. Not a
legf falls to the ground buot it I changed into

shmptidng elel and stronge for/ the nourishment of
the tree, And what divine volee was It that sald
of old, “Gather up the frogments that nothing he
lost™ s

Now, the eomimon genge faet of It 18 that labor l&
exerted to prodoce wealtll, But wasting s not
wealth-malking., If the lusury theory were true,
then we ougit Te hall a shipwreck as a publie
blogsing, seeing: that it glves employment to ship
Thllders:. A Kausag cyolone ought In this lght to
be hnlled as o publle benefactor, as [t desiroys
property that will empley labor In the rebullding,
Soclety doeg not need the extravagant rleh In order
to get on, ;

No, my merry masters. yon are not the pliiars of
the pubille prosperity. Yon are not putting hread
Into the mouths of the poor; you are tuking it ont.
No, gentlemen, the thing you can do for the poor

is to ger off thelr backs! Awnd while you are
serambliog down I will rend to you the following
passage from the great John Nuskin:

“D not cheat yourself Into thinking that dll the
firery you can wear Is so much put lnto the hungry
mouths of those beneath you; It is not so; It s
what you yourselves, whether you will or no, must
some time nsthnetively feel It to be—it Is what
those swho stand sbiivering In the streets, forming
o line to wateh you as you step out of your car-

rlages, Know it to be; these fine dressps do not
mean that g0 murh bas been put Into thelr mouths,
but that so much hag been taken out of their
moutis. The renl polltico-economical slgnlfication

of overy ane of those beautiful jollets 18 just this—
that you have hod 4 certaln namber of people put
for o certaln pumber of days wholly under your
authority by the sternest of slave-masters—bhun-
gor and cold: and you have said to them: **I wtii
feed you, indeed, and clotbe you, and glyve vou
fuel for so many days; but durlng those days you
shall work for me only; your little brothers need
clothes, but you shall miake none for them; Four
gick friend peeds clothes, but you shall make none
for hér; yon yourself will soon need another und a
warmer dress, but you shall make none for your-
self.  You ghall make nothlng but lace and roses
for me; for this fortnlght to come you shall work
at the patterns and petals, and then I will erush
and consume them away In an hour.,! *= * ® Ag
long as there are cold and nakedness i the land
around you, so long there can be no question at
all but that splendor of dress ls a erime. In due

time. when we have nothing betier to set people ta
wiork at, it may be right to let them make Jace and
cut Jewrls] butl as long as there are any who bave
no blankets for thelr beds apd no rags for thelr
bodles, 0 long It s blanket-making and talloring
we must set peopie to work at—not lace.”

Hxtravagance, then, does not serve (God: nelther
does mere charity giving. However [t may have
been In the past, it Is certaln tbat the day for
nlms-giving has passed. It I no cure for the
soclal disorder. It ls & mere palllative that helps
to create the very thing It ls Intended to alleviste.

What, then, Is left for the man who would use
Lils riches as 4 trust from God? What (s the thing
of the first Importance for hlm to do? 1 take It
that it §s his duty (as it 1s of all of us) to bend his
energles to the extension of soclnl rightecusoess.
Let him seek out & way for leading the divine
harmonles into the Industrial 11fe of the nation—
let him bulld channels for the clreulatlon of the
soclal jJoy among the people. In brief, let him at-
tack the great problem of labor and capltal, de-
termined to solve “t by the llght of religlon and
on the principle of the Golden Rule. This will
transform him from a mere pletist In to a Chrls-
tlan—make him a co-worker with God—make him
an approved workman in the upbullding on earth
of the Kingdom of Heaven, that kingdom which Is
the meaning of history and the purpose of the
ages, This Kingdom of Soclal Justlee was Lhe
dream of the anclent prophets; It was the asplira-
tlon af Christian martyrs and apostles.

In the lght of this ideal Savonaroln shaped hig

Refligion Appflied to ]
Modern Conditions.

republie In Florence; Milton and f‘rmmr& ML
deavared In Englsnd to lay the foundations of & "_ .
Christlan Commonwealth. Although their works 1,
d1d not endure, stlll po beart stould ever falter.
Justice cannot fail. The renson of the universe is
n pledge of the victory of the Christ- -purpose—the
inheavening of earth, the Inbrothering of manl 3
And In onr own day we have men who carry this
idenl in thelr hearts—our Nathun Straus, of New
York: our Mayor Jones, of Taledo; our N. 0. Nela
son, of St. Louls, And these are only three of
many who are geeking for a clew to the secret of
gocial salvatlou—trying to make the Golden Rule
a working principie. $
Perhaps to the mere money-grub all thls would
sound slily, and these men of the soclal spleit
would secm “a little off.”™™ But, as Mfe goes, ohe %
needs to be a lttle “off," In order o be “on 4
How silly ls the waste of one's life i moness
making, unless one has some great and worthy end
In view. Mere money-making as a pastime Is &
idlotle a business as the making of mud ples on
the highway. Did the bard-fisted money-grub makg
$80,000 on his birthday? Weli, ke would have been
better employed trimming his palls on the back

=talre. J
But there are certain ones—high and herole souls
—who are choosing the nobler way: who are m-lg '+
to obey the divine mandate: “Let him whao v
be greatest among become the servant of ali®
And they find In this unworldly path many sor=
rows and many burdens. But they are sorrows E
that are sweeter than the world's joy, and they sre 5
burdens that are easier n It re ]

st. .
EDW I\ MARKHAM. R

THE OPPOSITE VIEW

HEN a woman gives herself away she
W fancies that she has given e whole
world; the man, however, Dbelieves

that he has simply acquired possession of a
new toy. A woman would be stoned if she
began to do those thinge which a man of honor

. may do with impunity. A woman who {s mis-
undersiood is @ woman who does not under-

‘atand others. An unhappy woman is like a
fiower eppoged to the wind; for @ long time she
remaing @ closed bud, and as soon ax she be-
‘ging to flower she withers. A woman's virtue
‘musgt often be very great, since there are many
cases where it has to suffice for two.—From
Carmen Sylva’s newly published “Thoughts of
- Queen.”

T Iz evident that Queen Carmen has done a
N good deal more thinking than one expects a
royal personage to do; and it is evident that
¥ she Is something mearer a pessimlst than a
philosopher. The pessimlist is one who looks on the
#lde of life which he finds uppermost. The philos-
‘opher turns the world over and looks en all sldes
of it.

It is quite true that much ls expected of woinen
In this world; but It Is no Jonger trie that men

regand her 85 wedk. At least the English-speaking
male has censed to sp regard her. Savages and
many foreign memn  still consider the wife and
mother an inferior being, but in America and
Hngland she occupies a cut\lplcvuous place in
mascnline esteem.

1 heard n bright man remark recently that he
dld not know one married couple where the wife
was not the superlor, and a_cuéely a famlly of girls
and boys where the feminine element was not In
every respect more noticeable intellectually than
the mascullne.

Severn] men agreed with him as they named
over a llst of acquaintances at random. T mnst
confess, however, that T thought these men more
gullant than accurate In their judgmient. Women
are frequently called “smarter’” than their hus-
banda, and slsters brighter than their brothers,
when they are merely showler. I ean eall to mind
a dozen [llustrations of this fact,

Women possess more tact and are readler fo
meet unexpected sltuations than the sterner sex.
They love to be noticed earller In life and resort
1o more devices to bring about this result.

While a country oy is wondering how he can
magage to find an excuse for keeping away from
the party, and If he Is obllged to go how he
edn best conceal hls Lands and feet, his sister
i= wheedling her parents to get her a new gown
for the occasion, and Is practising before the mis-
ror to render herself an object of attentiou.

By Ella Wheeler Wilcox)

A young man will sit up half the night to read
a book, and llg gswoke the otber half to think
abeut lts probleoms, while hls slater redds the
reviews In the weekly papers, and talks glibly
of It to her friends, who never kmew her brother
has epened ks covers,

Not long ago 1 heard a lady make some brilliant
remarks npon leading questlons of the day at n
dinner table. Her husband smnlled as he listened,
and sald oothing. But T hnppened to be present
later when the guests had gone and the busband
nsked his wife If she couid explain ope assertion
she had made, The wife confessed she could not
—shie merely “knew it was s0." Then very gently
and clearly the husband explained the lady to her-
sell—pnd told her why she wawn right. A certaln
Intnitive quality with a fluency of speech and a
posltiveness of chomicter made the woman seem
to be touch brighter fhan she really was, This s

often the case, while the man |s réally the smarter

and deeper,

Even' the men themselves are decelved by thils
sort of thing and aceard women far more prajse
frequently than they deserve. Carmen Syiva needs
to lve fn Ameriea awhile and she will not thiuk
women #o undorvalued.

I't ix also true that o woman belleves she has
glven a whole worll sway with the giving of her-
eelf. And she ls right.

The woman who gives herself in love to\a man

gives him not only the whole earth bLut elther
highest heaven or deéepest hell In additlon.

If he |s a man of any princlple or moral worth
or power of feeling he reallzes the value of the
gift he hasg recelved.

Carmen Sylva s talking of & bygone era when
she says man regards woman as a mere toy. The
toy age has passed, and most men know It,

The man who undertakes to make a toy of a
woman unowusdays usually finds her a boomerang
before he gets throngh. .

In this era a womnn who bas been nsed as a toy
and thrown aside is capable of mending herself
and becoming as good as new. Time wits when a
broken hope and heart meant death and destruc-
tion for her. Bul® the feminine character has
been affected by the process of evolutlop, togethoer
witl all other things under the gun.

Our Queen Carmen sars: A woman would he
stoned if she hegan to do things which n wan of
honoy does with Imponity.” She should add, “any-
where save in Parla and New York."

In those clities for every mnn with a past can be
found o woman with a past, present and foture.
who seems to e pelted with bouquets rather than
stones,

The brightest and truest of the royal authoi's
epigrams 18 when she #ays, “A woman ‘whno Is
misunderstood is a4 womasn who does not under-
stand others.”

OF MEN AND WOI"IEN

Whenever a woman teils me or writes me that
ghie suffers from “‘not being understood” I know
she |s so thought-centred upon herself that she
bae not been able to learn how to please others.

The unselfish person la always understood, even
by those who eall him a fool.

“An unheppy woman s llke a Bower exposed to
the wind; for n long time she remalns a closed
bud, as soon as she beging to flower she withers!”

No, Indeed, Madame Carmen! Not unless she
ignores the Inward souree of strength and beauly
wiieh lieg in every souk

I bave seex’ unhappy women—women who have
suffered the worst of morrows, yet whose faces
grew more bheautifal day by day.

It |& discontent, not unhappiness, which withers
a womnn's face,

The most beautiful eyes are often those which
have shed the most tears.

It 4= a well-knowy faet that the slmplest and
most effective remedy for overtaxed or Irritated
oyes I8 galt and water; and does It not seem very
suggestive that God salied our tears?

I think we are meant to weep sometimes, or the
brire would never have been stored in our tear
ducts,

But there Is an intemperance of grief which 1
more disastrous than our eating or drinking.

“In many cases g woman's virtue must suffice
for two."

Queen Carmen forgets that a woman's virtues, or A
the lack of them. must suffice to furnlsh characier
of worthlessness for a long lne of descendants.

To one wicked woman In England has boes
traced & list of two hundred criminals. . -

To one woman's morality as many noble chardce
ters might be traced, did we take as much palus
to get statistics of virtue as we do of vice

It Is the mental result of an act rather than the
act [tself which mnkes an Impress on soclety. g

Men loze their virtue and forget all about it: @
woman loses bers and remembers, The man If he
remembered would confess the fault apd agaln
forget it. The wowan would lie abont it. and =0
add another Unk {o the chain of Immbrality. And
1t I8 the suppressed and hidden qualitles which de-
scend to the children and grandchildren, . Al

A man's vice Is often llke a tumorous growth, L
which can be removed by the gkilled Land of pe-
form and leave only a scar; a woman's {8 almoat ‘J_
alwars like on internal eancer, which destroys her. —|-
In the slght of the Creator there ean be no difer 'Il
ence in the sin.  In the result on soclety there ig *
a difference. Yef, slnee men are coming teo &
higher understanding of morality nnd women are
demanding newer and broadér stapdards of con-
duect, the difference will gradunlly diminish, vaul
It ceases to exlst.

ELLA WHEELER WILCOX. 4
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THE CASE

N replying to some of his crlties Mr. Alger mnle
I a fudlelous selection of eritics to reply to. As
ehief of these he chose the London Times. The:
censgrions volee of that journsal is imperfectly
heard in this country, “‘across waves' tumultuous
roar,” and for the matrter and manver of itg re-
marks on Mr, Alger the American pedple have to
depend on Mr. Alger himssif, who ls apparently
more sensitive to Britikh oplnlon than to that of
His counteymen,  Quite a number of Amerleard
. dpurnels of repute, many of them belonging to his
uwp political party, hove for a long time mani-
" fested a strong sense of Mr. Alger's moral and in-
tellectunl delinquenclies without evoking a “‘reply.’"
Perhaps he did net know where to hegin.
, In veplying to his over-seas critic Mr, Alger von-
fines himself almost wholly to two polnts—ap-
polntment of Incompetent military officers from
oivil life and misappropriatipn of money hy  offl-
wers of the supply departments.  Ag to the latter,
nobody, I belleve, has made specific acensations,
and the geoeral ones have not been insistently
nrged. If Mr. Alger had affirmed himself and his
heads of “departwients gulltless of cheatlng it
eards hls “reply"’ would have bu@n quite fs Inter-
utmg and uli;htenm; L
Nir T need we e,spé i

OF ALGER

mm could not be officered altogether, or even
mainly, by graduoates of the National Military
Academy, even If the Secretary of War had a free
hand in gelections, which he had vot. Tt wag al-
yeady known that officers of State volunteer regi-
ménts of the severa] States were appolnted by the
Governore. J

Of the 1,032 voluuteer officers appointed by the
President, 5 were tnken from civil life. It s
with regard to fhese that most complalnt hes been
made.  That a majority of them were “‘somebody’s
gors’” and had a political pull has been shown
many tlmes by pnbiieation of their names and fum-
ily copnections, anid po attempt at refutation or
justification 4s réealled. Ferhaps Mr. Alger had
lrtle to do with it; perhaps nothing better eould
have hﬁen done; but at least the facis of their ap-
poimmeut are not altered, nor the charges of thelr
fneompetence met by pointing out that there were
lezs than six hupdred of them. There was always
one (oo many, and if was the one that was at-
tempting to perform edme kind of military servite,
When dolng nothing for thelr keep they were re-
dundant, but not Insupportable.

Mr. Alger knows well enough that what  has

--dﬁaﬂy stitred the country against him in the mat-

ts Is. not the seleetion of incapa-
.Elt ns to be soidiers, but of !nmnbk ml-
-tajzg.,mmpdem qla-mln m
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~ (‘By Ambrose Bierce

departments. 11 s interesting to observe that in
his defence pgainst a loss grave acepsation he
makes much of the fact that of thirteen colonel-
cles (threp of englncers and ten of “Immunes’’) no
foweoer than eleven swere glven to gradustes of the
Miltary Academy., Thiz J& a4 distinet admlssion
of the value of the educatlon glven at that great
gchonl, Why, then, was not its value recognized
in appointicg offleers to high duthority aud com-
mamd? Why Is it that the Chlef Commissary of
Bubstztence, an officer charged with duties of capi-
tnl lmportance at such o time. was not a West
Polnt miny, but oo Engan? Wy was the irtuy of
Invasglon In Cluba Intrusied to Shafter the Fat?
Why was Merrltl rusbied from Manila before he
was permitted o strike & blow aud replaced by
Otis the tdlops?

We need not gsk why Miles, wha also Is not a
graduante of the Mlitary Aeademy, hended the war
in. Porto Rica. As Senior Major-General he had a
right to he thers, and has now o right to be ac
Manlia. If not lnm Manlla, he has a flght te con-
trol, undes the Prestdent, the army of whieh he is
the titulay commander. He (s the oaly one of our

Major-Generals not educnted as & soldler who has
shown mnzked abilitys and ln that Is found, doubis
less; the reason why his energles are In arrest,
t his mami or

while ‘n llh m ﬂt.\

eroing the army. Corbin is ciﬂl!n’n bred, ns ‘s
Wood, who without even military experience was
sol over =0 many greay-headed West Polnt cam-
paigners at Suntlago, where be still commanpds.

In ¥hort, of all the Administeation's military
pets not one is a gradunte of the Military Acad-
emy, and not one has done credituble service;
while the only non-gradyate of whom ereditable
sorvice could be confidently predicted snd who as
head of the army bas a natural Tight to perform it
is kept under the slab. In the face of such facts
A% these Mr, Alger's defence of himeelf by show-
ing that the plght thing was done in eleven minor
mutters out of thirteen, Is po less than Impudent.
If henpeforth’ he employ any part of hls well-
earned leisuve in' “replying,” it iz to be hoped that
he will nnt overlnak the sing that he Is seriously
accused af committing,. He might properiy enough
manifest his memory of them If only to throw the
blame upon the wicked President, who is culpable
enongh, God knows!

Myp. Alger 18 no longer of natlonal bmportance,
put the evil that Lie has done llves after him as a
warning to his suctéessor, nnd he cannot be per-
mitted to thrust liis decayinz pate out of his polit-
feal tomb with a mouthful of denials that do not
E0to lhe heart of the matter,
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AND OTH

County, Kentucky, appear to have grown weary of
fighting. Two of them have enlisted to serve
under Otis in Luzon,

L - -

Having amused ourgelves by lynching some Ital-
ian subjects on suspeclon, we find ourselves con-
frouted by thelr Government with a demand for
explanation. We have no explanatlion to give,
forther than that It ls our pational custom to
Iyneh. If that is not satlsfactory, coupléd with a
humillating apology by the President, we shall
pay out of the National Treasury, and the Treasury
aof the State of Loulsiann, where the lynching was
dotie, will be none the leaner. As to punishing the
Irnehers (If Italy should demand that), the Gen-
eral Government {s without power to comply; but
it an Itallan man-of-war shonld bombard New
Orleans the Genera]l Government would have to
mix matters with that Thunder-boat—tbat s, It
waould have to side with the lynchers. It is a bean.
tiful seheme, thls Governmerd of ours. It seems to
have heen invented for the purpose of shirking re-

sponsibility to foreign powers, They have been the wiil of God.”
pretty patlent, ag a4 rile—have been content with Sy / -
dollars and apologles—but some day ome will de- So Bﬂn{pﬂm wants prige um! Well, T m
mand iife for life, nnd in the biood of our satlors 1 not what Sampson ¢'er.
and soldlers we shall pay for the pﬂ'llm n( M- O éﬂ y mﬂ 1o % they

irz nnder. mwrm. t
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FR THINGS.

slde by #ide, when one fired Into the other, killlng

eowne of her crew. The eaptain of the aggrieved _h‘
vesgel immedintely boarded the other. LS
“Sir’" he #ald to the captaln of the offender,
“you have wantonly killed some of my men.™ . ;'
“Let us be accurate,” was the reply. “Some of
my guaners have done so, I ascure you thoy uﬂ' I'_I'

without orders.” i f

“Very well, sir: T demand that they he hanged lt'
the yardarm forthwith,”

“You will have to be content with s sum of
money and an apology, By the terms of my ARTee-
ment with my crew they are lndependent of my
orders, and [ have no authority to punish them."*

“The devil! What ship Is this, anyhow?™

“The United States.”

“And who is your owner?¥"”

“The crew.," ! il

“You are a queer outfit. If It lsa fair questiony
have you, for example, & compass?".

“My friend, the suspiclon wrongs us—we utm '




